Australia's government strongly supports the production of energy from renewable sources. But it is not yet tapping into biomass -the country's most costcompetitive renewable source.
Australia could generate at least 50 million tonnes of economically available biomass every year, with potentially millions more coming from sustainable forest management and from decomposed waste. With the help of mature bioenergy technologies already in use in other countries, this could provide more than 20% of the country's primary energy for heat, electricity and transportation. Modern biomassfuelled plants have a fuel-toenergy conversion efficiency of more than 85%, comparing favourably with Australia's present coal-fired condensing plants and gas-fired turbine systems.
We should follow the lead of countries such as Austria, the land area of which is roughly 1% of Australia's (much of it comprising urban regions and alpine reserves). Austria produces more than 20 million tonnes of biomass as wastes and residues for energy production. In 2009, this constituted more than half of the 30% of primary energy that came from renewable sources.
Using sustainably produced biomass instead of fossil fuels can cut greenhouse-gas emissions, depending on effective use of
Competing interests: expanding rapidly
It is biased reports, not "the taint of scandal", that are the real danger in scientific research (Nature 488, 5; 2012). Without full disclosure of conflicts of interest (COI), universities and journals cannot begin to deal with the problem -but a disclosed conflict is still a conflict.
Declarations of conflicting interests shift to the reader the responsibility that should be borne by the editors to detect whether reported findings could have been warped by bias. The reader, even when forewarned, is not always in a position to judge the extent to which the
Competing interests: judged in perpetuity
Full disclosure of competing interests is necessary so that readers can judge the conduct, validity, merit and reporting of research (Nature 488, 5; 2012) . But this needs to go beyond simply revealing financial connections, because conflict with non-financial interests can sometimes be more serious financial interest of an author or investigator has consciously or unconsciously influenced their assessment of the evidence.
Our courts deal with this problem more effectively. For example, a judge or juror with a financial interest in a case must not only disclose it, but also withdraw from the proceedings.
As conflicts of interest become more common, there is a risk that the proliferation of footnotes disclosing them will desensitize our apprehension of bias. We divided the articles into three broad subject categories: biological and chemical sciences (which includes medical sciences); physical sciences; and Earth and environmental sciences. We compared the proportion of women authors with the proportion of women scientists employed in 2006 in the United States in science and engineering in each of the three categories (see go.nature.com/ bkechu).
We found that the proportion of women commissioned to write Nature News & Views articles was much lower than the proportion of women scientists overall: female authorship was 17.3% for the biological and chemical sciences, 8.1% for physical sciences and 3.8% for Earth and environmental sciences, with the proportion of women authors of Perspectives in Science being slightly larger. However, the pool of women scientists in these disciplines was significantly higher than the proportion of female authorship at 32%, 16% and 20%, respectively.
It should be pointed out that a large proportion of invited News & Views authors are full professors, and the percentage of full professors who are women is lower than that for all scientists. Also, the proportion of women full professors is smaller in the European Union than in the United States. However, the present proportion of women authors of News & Views and of Perspectives is very low, and we believe that it is still fair to conclude that fewer women than men are offered the career boost of invitation-only authorship in each of the two leading science journals. 427-428; 2012) . But temptations to leap over the quality-control gap are rife in scientific publishing.
Journals are proliferating, even in the top tier, so they have to compete for eye-catching papers. The quality of these publications necessarily depends on the vanishing time of a small pool of expert reviewers. Those who are competent in statistics are in particularly short supply.
Authors are driven to publish in the leading journals so that they can reap the benefits of academic respect, such as promotion and tenure. Never mind being overly conscientious in underpinning the conclusions -refuted results do not always end in retraction. And if a paper is retracted, it may not always have serious repercussions.
The upshot is that ambitious researchers want to push the limits of credibility in interpreting their results, and the same can be said of journal editors.
This publication 'currency' needs to be brought under tighter control to curb inflationary practices among authors and editors. 
Embrace complexity but not jargon
In advocating that science writers should not shun scientific jargon, Trevor Quirk proposes the wrong means to the right end for improving science communication (Nature 487, 407; 2012) .
The science writer's tough task is to help readers to grasp the nuances and complex concepts behind obscure specialist terminology by translating it into simple, accurate language. There is nothing patronizing about this. Esoteric terms can develop in any discipline -even some Olympic sports use mysterious labels such as 'keirin' and 'repechage' . And the general reader should not be expected to decode words used by scientists who have years of training under their belts.
The public benefits from skilful clarification, as do scientists. a range of atmospheric trace gases. National and international scientific expertise will continue to oversee and support these activities. NIWA is increasing its investment in instrumental capacity at both sites, and is continuing the long-term observations made on behalf of overseas institutions.
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The review of NIWA's Lauder staff retains three of six atmospheric-scientist positions and the five technicians, and creates one new measurementscientist post; two of the departing scientists will still take part in an emeritus capacity. A measurement scientist and a technician based at other NIWA sites will lend further support.
The review outcome is a reprioritization in favour of long-term monitoring, rather than a major change in Lauder's research direction (see go.nature. com/vnnb37). Olaf Morgenstern, Richard McKenzie, Vanessa Sherlock National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, New Zealand. olaf.morgenstern@niwa.co.nz 
